
28th JUNE 2009 

SUMMER SEMINAR 

Liberal Vannin Party 

during the morning sessions by 

the attendees. Finalise the state-

ment the Party wish to make to 

the DHSS on the proposed 

changes. 

15-00    Depending upon the 

length of the debate we will 

move on to a closing address by 

Peter 

15-10    Thanks given and semi-

nar closed by NHM.  

15 -15 Close.    

I trust that we have at least as 

good a turn out as that enjoyed 

at our Annual Conference ear-

lier this year. The Party will 

only be as good as its members 

collectively make it and this is 

another real opportunity to 

have your say. Entry is free and 

open to all with the proviso 

that if votes are called for on 

any subject then only members 

may do so.  

While we hope you join in 

debates, we do ask you to re-

sist getting too involved as time 

is limited.  There is opportunity 

to approach speakers after the 

event and during breaks. 

WELCOME TO THE SUMMER SEMINAR 

Cable ties tighten with Liberal Vannin 

Liberal Vannin is once 
more going to the people 

with the opportunity for 

anyone to put their 
opinions to us.  We have 

put this seminar on and 
hope you all enjoy the 

chance of being involved 
in forming opinion in 

the Isle of Man.   

The agenda is as follows. 

10-30    Coffee 

11-00    Start Short opening 

address by Nigel Malpass wel-

coming everyone, covering 

admin and the days events, as 

well as introducing our keynote 

speaker. 

11-10    Keynote address by Mr 

Peter Karran MHK and Party 

Leader. 

11-30    Branch Chairmen's 

reports of some 5+ minutes 

duration each, taking 20 min-

utes in total. 

11-50    An overview of the 

draft constitution given by the 

chair of the constitution team 

Phil Cottier with any questions 

at the end of the presentation. 

12-10    An overview of the 

draft policy documents given 

the chair of the policy team Pat 

Ayres with any questions at the 

end of the presentation. 

12-30    Any questions ses-

sion for all attendees chaired 

by NHM inclusive of written 

questions passed to NHM for 

further debate during the after-

noon session. 

 

12:55   To raffle and raise funds 

for the Party: An original copy 

signed by Vince Cable and his 

wife Rachel, whilst they were 

on the Island last week, of his 

latest book “The Storm The 

World Economics crisis and 

what it means”. 

 

LUNCH 1300- 1400 sandwich 

type lunch organised by the 

party members. 

  

14-00    An open debate on any 

subject especially those raised 

regarding Kaupthing 
Singer & Friedlander.  
Dr Cable also gave the 
Party advice on fighting 
the next general election.  
Nigel Malpass, Party 
Chairman, stated “It is 
rare that a statesman of 
such stature visits the 
Island and it was a privi-
lege to be able to speak 
with him personally and 
listen to his views and 

advice”. 

 Vince Cable has lunch 

with Liberal Vannin 

Vince Cable and his wife, 
Rachel, visited the Island 
this week and Liberal 
Vannin are delighted 
that Dr Cable made time 
to meet with them.  Peter 
Karran MHK escorted 
them on a tour of the 
legislative chambers and 
they showed great inter-
est in our unique parlia-
mentary system.  After 
the tour they met with 

various members of the 
Liberal Vannin executive 
for a private lunch at 
Niarbyl at which they 
appeared to enjoy our 
local broth and 

queenies. 

During the lunch discus-
sion took place over vari-
ous issues including the 
various systems of gov-
ernment, the global fi-
nancial crisis, the future 
of offshore financial cen-
tres and the situation 
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Democracy in the Isle of Man? 
in government.  Just as con-

cerning is the fact that when 
the Council of Ministers is 

formed they sign a “Code of 
Conduct” which effectively 

removes their right to speak 
against any government deci-

sion. 

“A Minister may speak 

against any proposal in the 

Council of Ministers, 

but he must subsequently 

either support the policy 

decided upon or resign.” 

There are some exceptions,  

“A personal or political 

dislike of a Council of Min-

isters’ decision is not in 

itself a sufficient justifica-

tion for an exemption from 

collective responsibility. In 

cases where a Minister feels 

personally or politically 

unhappy with a particular 

policy or Council decision, 

the proper forum for dis-

cussion of the matter is the 

Council of Ministers. 

 

The majority of people in the 

Isle of Man would say that we 
have democracy here, but do 

we?  Most of our politicians 
are independents, they pro-

duce their own personal 
manifestos and we, the public, 

cast our votes dependant on 
whose manifesto and person-

ality resonates with us.  We 
believe that when elected, 

our MHKs will adhere to the 
manifestos that we voted on.  

The reality is rather different.  
Once elected our MHKs are 

virtually powerless to carry 
out their election promises 

when confronted with the 
block vote of the Council of 

Ministers.  We have no say as 
to who will be governing us 

as the Chief Minister chooses 
the Council of Ministers and 

they form the government.  
We have no choice as to 

whom we want as Chief Min-
ister as this is not decided 

until after the election.  We 
do not know what the gov-

ernment‟s policies will be 
when we cast our votes as 
we do not know who will be 
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 If the Minister is unable to 

persuade Council to accept his 

thinking after full and frank 

discussion, he must accept the 

decision reached by Council. 

Any subsequent public dissent 

must be regarded as an unac-

ceptable indulgence.” 

Can we really feel that we have 
independent political representa-

tion when to speak out against 
what they feel is wrong is classed 

an “unacceptable indulgence” 

and they have to resign? 

This system of government is 
outdated, requires reform and is 

costing you, the taxpayer mil-
lions of pounds.  Changes can 

only happen if you vote Liberal 
Vannin.  We state our policies in 

our manifesto and these do not 
change after we are elected.  
When voting for us you will 

know who the Chief Minister 
will be provided we get sufficient 

parliamentary members elected. 

Do you still feel that we have 
democracy now?  If not, vote 

Liberal Vannin at the next elec-

tions. 

Kate Beecroft, National Vice Chair 

Two years ago and two years to go 
To plagiarise Charles Kennedy, the Liberal Vannin Party is “Committed to the vision of a fairer society with greater opportunity for all” 

and that this core concept is at the very heart of our being.  Since the Party was formed in the summer of 2006 we have travelled a long 
way as we continue to grow in both numbers and support.  This will stand us in good stead when we seek to achieve our initial goal of 

having some 6 Member‟s elected to the House of Keys in September 2011. It wasn‟t fair on the electorate in 2006 when 20% of the 
popular vote cast in favour of the Liberal Vannin Party resulted in only 2 seats in the House of Keys. Step changes have to take place so 

that the electorate see that if successful the candidate they vote for doesn‟t have to leave their manifesto to one side as they join Gov-
ernment. Currently and in reality 23 of the 24 MHK‟s have mainly abandoned the mandate they were elected on as they take up one 

Government position or another. If you want proof of this situation ask yourself “when was the last time you heard any member of 

COMIN refer to their manifesto since being elected”? 

So how do we set about changing the failings found within the current system that makes a mockery of a candidates manifestoes and 
then find a system that can ensure that the voter‟s voice continues to be heard throughout the life of each parliament? If sufficient Lib-

eral Vannin candidates are elected at the next general election in September 2011 we will have the numbers and influence to change the 
status quo. Given the party leader‟s long experience of over thirty years in the Keys we have someone to help and give advice on all 

aspects of Government when the newly elected members take their seats. This, in the first instance, will ensure an effective opposition. 
It is often asked why as a Party we are against joining Government upon election. We do so to ensure that the principles and policies 

that a Liberal Vannin candidate stood for are not cast aside in order to follow the Chief Ministers agenda. Hence the need to form a 
powerful party in opposition until such time as change can be effected. Such public awareness and scrutiny will we believe bring about 

the necessary change as these matters are brought and debated before The Keys. 

There is now just over two years before the electorate decide on who will represent them in the next Government. If you want to see 

such change as described above then please help here and please help now by talking at every opportunity to all your friends and work-
mates explaining how we are planning to achieve this change. As the months count down to the election the “Libertarian” will be pub-

lished quarterly in order to keep everyone informed of the progress made 

.Our annual conference will be held in early 2010 with presentations on both an updated Constitution and adopted Policies to take us 

into the next general election giving the electorate ample time to consider the items we intend campaigning on. These documents will 
be tabled for debate at the annual conference and amended through consensus before putting them to the vote by the membership. I 

hope you can attend and that lively debate continues to be a Liberal Vannin trademark.         Nigel Malpass, National Chair. 
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               CONSTITUTIONALLY SPEAKING 

Summer of 2009: Membership Campaign 
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The Party feels the time is right to campaign in order to increase the membership by asking sympathetic members of the 

electorate to join us so that true democracy can return to Tynwald. Not everyone wishes a high political profile but in 
the Liberal Vannin Party it is the grass root membership that has the real power over the party and its aspirations. 
“Bringing politics back to the people” is the way forward so please join and have your say in how in the Island‟s deter-

mines its future. A target for the existing members is to recruit one person by the Annual conference in early 2010. Hav-

ing some 200 members will ensure a lively debate when we consider our updated “Constitution” and written policies. 

You will find a membership form at the back of this paper, give it some thought and if you can help us to return democ-

racy to the island fill it in and post it on. 

NHM/June 2009 

Whenever a new society, club or organisation is formed the first and, arguably, most im-

portant thing to have put in place is its constitution. In today's technological age it is a 
great deal easier to draft and re-draft a document until it is reader friendly and easy to 
access than it was for our forebears, added to this is the help received from colleagues in 

the UK and also the document that had been used by the Party up until the present. 

With all this help the constitution, as presented at the Liberal Vannin Summer Seminar, 
was reasonably easy to produce. Having said that and with thanks to everyone that con-

tributed, it is equally important that the document is examined and any changes, (hopefully 
minor), are made in order that the whole document may be approved as the Liberal Van-
nin Party Constitution at the Party Conference in January 2010.  This very important 

document cannot be adopted fully without the members of the party fully accepting it. 

I hope everybody gives time to study it and takes this opportunity to adopt it as the pri-

mary article of the party from which all others flow. 

I am indebted to Juan Cottier (no relation)  for his help in producing and checking the 

wording and grammar in the final presentation document. 

 

Phil Cottier, Chairman National Constitutional Group 

Over the last few months a group of people have been locked in a basement pouring over the policy statements of the party.  These were 

first produced for the General Election and needed updating to allow for recent upheavals and events in the wider world.  

Besides an update, the original policy document was weighty and not always concise in it‟s interpretation, this was an attempt to make it 

more user friendly and  easier to follow. 

The brief was to produce one page of script for each area, an overview and action points for expansion into a coherent and precise state-

ment of policy.  We went our separate ways and produced what is, I believe, the template for a sustainable future in the island and for the 

people of the land. 

This is not just a „wish list‟, rather a commitment to finding ways to attain these aims and objectives.   Working together with parliamentari-

ans and other bodies, it is hoped our policies can be included in future plans from Government departments and local commissi oners and 

councils.  This takes time and hard work but with the new policy document as a guide the party can influence the future of legislation on the 

island to the betterment of everyone at all stages of life. 

It is, at the moment, only a draft or „work in progress‟ the real work starts after the Summer Seminar,. to put flesh on the bones.  Many 

hours in Tynwald library are anticipated and input from members will be sought. 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank all members of the  policy group, from across the island, for their work in producing this draft 

document. 

Pat Ayres, policy group chair. 

Policy, the way forward 

 



I WOULD LIKE TO JOIN THE LIBERAL VANNIN PARTY 

I am not a member of any other political organisation 

My contact details are:- 

Name: ………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………… 

Address: ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………………. 

Telephone: …………………………………………………………..Mobile: ………………………………………………… 

Email: …………………………………………………………………………………….. 

There is an £18 membership fee, feel free if you should also wish to make a contribution to our funds, please 

enclose your cheque when returning this application form. (Make cheques payable to Liberal Vannin Party) 

Return to: The Treasurer, LV Party Ann Cain,  4 Barrule Road, Willaston,  IM2 6AB 

It‟s wonderful to see us having our Summer Seminar.  It‟s about putting the rungs in the ladder, the opportunity to give 

the ordinary person in the street real input into policies for the future wellbeing of us all.  I hope today‟s debates will be 
enlightening and part of the learning curve that we need  to be a proper political party that is recognised in many jurisdic-
tions throughout the world.  The Liberal Vannin Party has battles to fight, the main battle is the present system of Gov-

ernment.  A system which has been fortunate to have been created during the biggest economic boom we have ever 
seen.  That is the reality that has allowed this system of Government to survive. We see clouds on the horizon;  issues 
that we are going have to address in getting the good audit, accountability and administration for the Isle of Man will be  

discussed today and at branches.  Another issue that might ease the frost of recession for the Island will almost certainly 
be that whoever is elected at the next general Election in the UK will have such a massive balance of payments deficit to 
have to address the taxes will go one way and that will be up, which will encourage more people, with money, to come to 

this Island.  These issues will help to ease the fiscal problems that will be facing our small nation.  These fiscal problems 
will be creating a diversified economic base, not one where one in three people are dependent on Government money to 
have a job. This is unsustainable.  Far too much public money goes into upper management.  We have only got to look at 
the Health Services to see the most generous resources that are spent on our health Services with the added value of the 

reciprocal health agreement and yet we see the lack of success on waiting lists and lack of initiative to help people that 
should be getting the help . We have a social services budget that people would envy and what do we see for Social Ser-
vices as far as making sure that we give good quality of service that section of the community needs.  Again just like 

Health Services, just like the Police Service and so many other issues, no accountability.  The fundamental reasons why we 
don‟t get the good services that we should is because of the present system of Government that has no audit, no ac-
countability, but it is all part of the patronage system of the Council of Minister which seems to have delegated its respon-

sibilities to the Chief Officers group.  The time has never been more pressing for us to get some independent audit into 
the system.  We have only got to see at the last sitting of the House of Keys the disgraceful the block vote worked 
against democracy and free speech when I brought forward a private members Bill concerning housing, which is the big-

gest social problem this Island has and not one member of the House of keys bothered to debate the issue, an issue as 
fundamental as housing.  To once again highlight the total lack of any real independence in the House of Keys to debate 
such an important issues.  It spoke volumes that members of the House of Keys, with no suggestions of their own, went 

along with the Executive to deny me the abilities of the AG‟s department to allow me the facilities to draft up the Liberal 
Vannin Housing Policy. It was no surprise that Ministers are not allowed to, they have collective responsibility, but the 
other members who insult the intelligence of the people of the Isle of Man by telling us that that they are back benchers 

and independent MHKs and then act as part of the Council of Ministers‟ 30 per cent block vote.  This insults the intelli-
gence of the man in the street.  Even the issue of the payment of expenses when no one would second the issue to do 
away with petrol allowance highlights the Party line within Government.   The Liberal Vannin is the only hope of any 

change to the present system and that‟s why we are here today to have this  meeting to discuss this issue of where the 
Liberal Party is going.  I hope that the members that turn up today find this seminar a rewarding experience.  An experi-
ence that gives hope to so many people out there who say to me I don‟t know how you can do it – it‟s such a tragedy the 

way this place is run.  Today it‟s up to us to start developing a proper way of holding them to account.  The time has 
come to start putting those rungs on the ladder.  The only way this can be stopped is to have people who have the con-
viction not to be dragged into a system of Government which we have with the Council of Ministers, which focuses on 
every aspect of human weakness, the ability to cover up a mistake, the ability to have minimum effort for maximum re-

ward.  That‟s how you ended up with the MEA, that‟s how you‟ve ended up with these other absurdities.  This seminar 
will be rewarding for those attending today and I hope that we will see more seminars and that we go back to our 
branches with new ideas for ways forward to create a society where we can recognise the 1st verse of our national An-

them; where we talk about being free and so fair.  Free for all and fair for all – the freedom to really flourish and not a 

freedom to fleece the majority by the minority as we‟ve seen in the past. 

PETER KARRAN MHK,   PARTY LEADER 


